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Central Station (Central do Brasil)
Directed by Walter Salles (1998)

Full Crew
Producer			Arthur Cohn
Director		 	Walter Salles
Screenplay			Joäo Emanuel Carneiro, Marcos Bernstein
Cinematographer		Walter Carvalho
Music				Jaques Morelenbaum, António Pinto
Editing				Felipe Lacerda, Isabelle Rathery

Cast
Fernanda Montenegro 		Dora	
Marilia Pêra 			Irene
Vincínus de Oliveira 		Josué
Soia Lira 			Ana
Othon Bastos 			César
Maheus Nachtergaele 		Isaías 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Caio Junqueira			Moisés

Awards: Academy Award nomination for Best Foreign Film and Best Actress (Fernanda Montenegro); another 29 wins and 9 nominations.


Background on Brazil
Brazil has received a great deal of media attention, both positive and negative, as the host of the 2014 World Cup and the 2016 Summer Olympics.  Here is a promotional video Brazil used to encourage tourism in conjunction with the World Cup.  The contrast to the images of Brazil in Central Station is, of course, striking: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDvkD8r-rM8

Similarly, here is the official music video for the World Cup – students might be asked to focus on images of the country, not so much on the images of the soccer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGtWWb9emYI

Here is a newspaper article (written just before the World Cup started) that captures some of the issues and background raised by these events:
http://www.miamiherald.com/2014/06/07/4164998/world-cup-olympics-test-brazils.html

This “Ted Talk” and online interview uses the world cup, and Brazil’s history with soccer, to give an interesting overview of the country’s present and future social/economic dynamics:
http://blog.ted.com/2014/05/20/how-the-world-cup-can-make-or-break-brazils-hopes-for-the-future-misha-glenny/

In today’s wired world, Dora’s profession may seem very out of date.  However the following article from 2013 notes that there are still people who write letters for the illiterate in Brazil, albeit on computers:
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/06/11/1055220661012.html
	It might be useful to research statistics on illiteracy, online access, and homeless children in Brazil as a part of discussing this film.  

Brazil has great geographic and cultural diversity.  When viewing the film, think carefully about how the urban setting at the opening of the film contrasts with the rural backlands the characters travel to later.  This contrast would work well for studying the significance of art design and cinematography in shaping the way viewers respond to a setting.  
